
The Think Socialism festival, hosted by Zabalaza for 
Socialism (ZASO) is now only weeks away.  

Think Socialism is a timely intervention in the fight against capitalism,
imperialism, and reactionary politics. By addressing the multi-dimensional
crises of our time, centring eco-socialist perspectives, and highlighting the
land and national questions, the festival will help empower those who attend
to help understand among other thing show we can reclaim democracy,
resist right-wing populism, and build an ecologically sustainable, just future.

With over 20 individual sessions that deal directly with the above and a side
programme that deals specifically with culture it is set to be major event on
the socialist calendar this year. Comrades from around South Africa and
internationally will be travelling to Johannesburg to join the event. 

Think Socialism
a weekend of radical ideas, debate,
education, music, film and culture.

REGISTRATION OPEN
The venue has limited capacity and demand is high. To secure a

seat, please book at least two weeks ahead of the event.

*If you cannot afford the price, please write to info@zabalaza4socialism.org.za
with a motivation of no more than 200 words.

TICKETS: R200 *
(FRIDAY - SUNDAY)

Dec 12 - 14  2025 
UJ Hockey Club, Melville

For more info contact: info@zabalaza4socialism.org.za

REGISTER HERE

mailto:info@zabalaza4socialism.org.za
https://forms.gle/4mn2Bga9KwbB5vveA


A former Labour Party UK and now part of the
leadership from Your Party.

Zarah Sultana 

A leading light from the newly formed Kenya’s Left
Alliance. She has become a leading voice from the
recent protests and is a renowned singer.

Sefu Sanni

An academic and leading member from the
Socialist Workers Party UK and centrally involved
in Palestine Solidarity mobilisations.

Joseph Choonara

Some of our more 
well-known International 

and local speakers include:

A socialist councillor from Sao Paulo, active in the
Brazilian PISOL, attending via zoom.

Luana Alvez

From Maputo, Mozambique is a member of
Alternativa, a left wing network of activists that
emerged in 2023.

Júlia Lichate Maputo

The editor of Africa Is Not a County and  founding
member of ZASO. 

William Shoki



A Historian at Wits University, active in the
Palestinian solidarity space and founding
member of ZASO. 

Noor Nieftagodien

Leading socialist from the Socialist Group. His
background involves worker education, a former
city councillor, the Anti Privatisation Forum and,
of late, an academic.

Trevor Ngwane

An adult education specialist at UJ, a founding
member of the Palestinian Solidarity Committee,
and a member of ZASO. 

Salim Vally 

Leading socialist feminist whose focus of work
has included advocacy on land access for
African women and food sovereignty. She is 
a member of ZASO

Vanessa Ludwig

A water justice activist who leads the Nelson
Mandela Water Crisis Committee and is a
founding member of ZASO     

Siyabulela Mama

One of South Africa’s leading poets, an activist
and of late has become an academic teaching at
Wits University. 

Phillipa Yaa Villiers

The former President of SANGOCO, currently she
works as the regional coordinator for the Rural
Women’s Assembly, she is a founding member of
ZASO. 

Mercia Andrews



Heads the Centre for Social Change at the
University of Johannesburg. He is a highly
respected Marxist author. 

Patrick Bond 

The General Secretary of the South African
Federation of Trade Unions, a long-standing
socialist and a member of ZASO. 

Zwelinzima Vavi

The Director of the Alternative Information
Development Centre; his own work focuses
climate politics and economic policy and he 
is a founding member of ZASO.

Biran Ashley

A well-known socialist, academic and a prolific
author based in Durban.

Ashwin Desai

One of South Africa’s leading documentary
filmmakers. He is a founding member of South
Africa.

Rehad Desai

A practicing lawyer and the President of General
Workers Industrial Union of South Africa and is
politcally active in the Workers And Socialist Party. 

Sebei Mametlwe

A leading community activist from the Black
Consciousness Movement in Gauteng.

Thami Hlukwe 


